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Ohio EMA Mitigation Branch

The mission of the Mitigation Branch is to integrate hazard 
mitigation principles in a variety of ways to make Ohio communities 
more sustainable and citizens more resilient in the face of future 
disaster events.

– Develop and maintain the SHMP
– Assist Ohio communities in local mitigation planning efforts
– Administer FEMAs Hazard Mitigation Assistance grant programs
– Chair the State Hazard Mitigation Team



OHIO is Disaster Prone!



Disaster Response

Damage-Repair Cycle
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DAMAGE



A Solution:  Hazard Mitigation
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What is Hazard Mitigation?

• Any sustained 
action taken to 
reduce long-term 
risk to people and 
property from 
hazards and their 
effects.

• Acquisition/demolition
• Elevation
• Storm water infrastructure
• Flood insurance
• Tornado safe rooms
• Building, zoning and floodplain 

management codes
• Wetland and riparian area 

protection



Current Local Hazard Mitigation 
Plan Status

• Foundation of 
mitigation

• Hazard Identification 
and Risk Assessment

• Identifies and evaluates 
mitigations actions

• Must be updated and 
approved by FEMA 
every 5 years



Unified Hazard Mitigation Assistance

• Pre-disaster mitigation grant 
programs: 
 Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) 
 Flood Mitigation Assistance 

(FMA) 

 Post-disaster mitigation 
grant:
 Hazard Mitigation Grant 

Program (HMGP)



Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM)

• $90 million
• Cost share – 75% Federal/25% non-Federal
• Priority - mitigation planning and non-flood projects
• Nationally competitive
• Local mitigation plan update applications are priority
• State can submit a maximum of 9 competitive project 

applications
– Project priorities are: 1) non-flood hazard mitigation 

projects, 2) storm water and 3) acquisition/demolition and 
elevation projects



Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA)

• $160 million
• Cost share – SRL (100%), RL (90%), (75/25)
• Properties must be insured
• FEMA priorities for funding:

– Advance Assistance
– Community Flood Mitigation Projects
– SRL and RL

• Nationally competitive



FEMA HMA Programs

• Cost effective
• EHP review
• 0 – 25% non-Federal cost share requirement
• Projects must be consistent with local and 

state mitigation plans
• Community must participate and be in good 

standing with NFIP



2017 HMA Application Timeline

• July – HMA Notice of Funding Opportunity issued by FEMA
• August 4 – Letters of Intent to Ohio EMA
• September 29 – Applications due to Ohio EMA through 

eGrants
• November 1 – Applications due to FEMA through eGrants
• January 30 – FEMA notifies states of projects selected for 

further review
• April 2018 – FEMA begins to award projects



Open Space Deed Restrictions

• Section 404 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
– Dedicated and maintained in perpetuity for a use that 

is compatible with open space, recreational, or 
wetlands management

– No new structures except: 1) a public facility open on 
all sides, 2) a rest room, or 3) a structure approved by 
the Director in writing, prior to construction

– Future application for disaster assistance from any 
Federal entity is prohibited



Code of Federal Regulations

• 44 CFR Part 80 – Property Acquisition and 
Relocation for Open Space
– Section 80.13

• Signed model deed restrictions
• Voluntary participation form
• Assurance that property is not part of planned project 

that is not consistent with open space
• Documentation of consultation with USACE and ODOT





Code of Federal Regulations

• 44 CFR Part 80
– Section 80.19 Land Use and Oversight

• (a) Open space requirements. The property shall be 
dedicated and maintained in perpetuity as open space for 
the conservation of natural floodplain functions.

• (1) These uses may include: Parks for outdoor recreational 
activities; wetlands management; nature reserves, 
cultivation; grazing; camping (except where adequate 
warning time is not available to allow evacuation); 
unimproved, unpaved parking lots; buffer zones; and other 
uses FEMA determines compatible



Code of Federal Regulations

• 44 CFR Part 80
– Section 80.19 Land Use and Oversight

• (a)(1)(i) Allowable uses generally do not include: Walled 
buildings, levees, dikes, or floodwalls, paved roads, 
highways, bridges, cemeteries, landfills, storage of 
hazardous or toxic materials, above or below ground 
pumping and switching stations, above or below ground 
storage tanks, paved parking, off-site fill or other uses that 
obstruct the natural and beneficial functions of the 
floodplain.

• (b) Subsequent transfer.
– Requires written approval of FEMA Region V Administrator
– Only to public entity or qualified conservation organization



Code of Federal Regulations

• 44 CFR Part 80
– Section 80.19 Land Use and Oversight

• (c) Inspection.
• (d) Monitoring and reporting.
• (e) Enforcement.

– 60 days to achieve compliance
– Failure to do so could result in:

» Court action
» Withholding FEMA mitigation assistance from the state 

and sub-grantee
» Requiring transfer of title



State Hazard Analysis Resource 
and Planning Portal (SHARPP)

https://sharpp.dps.ohio.gov/ohiosharpp/



Open Space Monitoring



The City of North Royalton – Riparian 
Restoration & Riffle Pool

2 Structures 
acquired and 
demolished 
under HMGP 
1580.



The City of North Royalton – Riparian 
Restoration & Riffle Pool



The City of North Royalton – Riparian 
Restoration & Riffle Pool



Plantings done by the West Creek Conservancy and Cuyahoga 
Soil and Water.

The City of North Royalton – Riparian 
Restoration & Riffle Pool



Plantings done by the West Creek Conservancy and Cuyahoga 
Soil and Water.

The City of North Royalton – Riparian 
Restoration & Riffle Pool



Plantings done by the West Creek Conservancy and Cuyahoga Soil and 
Water.

The City of North Royalton – Riparian 
Restoration & Riffle Pool



The City of Painesville - Gristmill & Millstone 
Condos



The City of Painesville - Gristmill & Millstone 
Condos

Record Flooding from the Grand River in 
2006

The condos were acquired and demolished 
under HMGP 1656 and FMA 2007



The City of Painesville - Gristmill & Millstone 
Condos



The City of Painesville - Gristmill & Millstone 
Condos



“We took something that was 
pretty much a natural 
disaster — (the housing) 
probably never should have 
been built and we created a 
place where people can enjoy 
nature and learn about 
floodplain management.” -
Painesville Recreation and 
Public Lands Director Lee J. 
Homyock.

The City of Painesville - Gristmill & Millstone 
Condos



The park offers 
close to a mile of 
trails, between a 
hardened path 
and wood-chip 
walkways 
meandering 
among wetlands.

The City of Painesville - Gristmill & Millstone 
Condos



The City of Fairfield - Creekside Park

21 structures 
were acquired 
and 
demolished 
under PDM 
2003 to create 
Creekside 
Park.



Honor Grove & Boys 
Scout’s Overlook

The City of Fairfield - Creekside Park



The City of Fairfield - Creekside Park



The Village of Kimbolton – Tractor Pull

6 structures 
acquired and 
demolished 
under HMGP 
1580.



The Village of Kimbolton – Tractor Pull



The City of Cuyahoga Falls – Rain Garden

3 structures 
acquired and 
demolished 
under HMGP 
1519.



The City of Cuyahoga Falls – Rain Garden



The City of Cuyahoga Falls – Rain Garden



The City of Shelby - Black Fork Commons

7 structures 
were acquired 
and 
demolished 
under HMGP 
1850.



The City of 
Shelby - Black 

Fork Commons



“We wanted to turn the Black Fork River area from an area that was a source of devastation 
into a positive resource for our community,” said Mayor Marilyn John

The City of Shelby - Black Fork Commons



The City of Shelby - Black Fork Commons



The City of Shelby - Black Fork Commons



OEMA Mitigation Branch Contacts

Steve Ferryman, CFM
State Hazard Mitigation Officer
Tel. (614) 799-3539
saferryman@dps.ohio.gov

Sharon Rolf
Mitigation Specialist
Tel. (614) 799-3530
srolf@dps.ohio.gov

Luan Nguyen
Mitigation Planner
Tel. (614) 799-3531
lknguyen@dps.ohio.gov

Web: https://sharpp.dps.ohio.gov/ohiosharpp/
FAX 614 799 3526

Jacob Hoover, AICP, CFM
Mitigation Supervisor
Tel. (614) 799-3538
jmhoover@dps.ohio.gov

Daniel Clevidence 
Mitigation Specialist
Tel. (614) 799-3533
dtclevidence@dps.ohio.gov

Alex Strawser
Mitigation Intern
Tel. (614) 799-3681
ajstrawser@dps.ohio.gov

Keven Clouse
Mitigation Specialist
Tel. (614) 889-7163
kclouse@dps.ohio.gov

https://sharpp.dps.ohio.gov/ohiosharpp/


Questions?
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