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Flooding History

 The City of Shelby has experienced 
numerous major flood events over the 
years.

 1899, 1913, 1959, 1987, 2007, 2011, 
2013

 There have been other minor flooding 
events over the years, including this year.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about the Muni Court  and debris on the bridge



Main Street bridge overflow
Middle and elementary school, flooded

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Standing on the Main Street Bridge when water overflows the banks of the river.  Note the elementary school and middle school.  Make attention to the back building for the next slide.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the same area as the previous slide.  Point out the Police Station and back building of Fire Station.  Also mention Beardie’s building.



Evacuating the fire station

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain the process of evacuating the Fire Station.  Separating forces on each side of building.  Have them guess the age of the Fire Station.  Use the hint that US Grant was president .



Fire and Police service on opposite 
sides of river

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point out the separation of Fire Trucks and Police on either side of the river.



Fire and Police service on opposite 
sides of river

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The other side of the River



Public safety risking lives to save 
others…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about Safety Forces having to risk their lives to save others.  These two people were floating down the water and were rescued by the boat.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about Dr. Chawla on the boat and the need to bring a doctor across the river.  Mention the different law enforement jurisdictions in the boat



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mention one of our fire fighters carrying Dr. Chawla off of the boat.  Also mention that Dr. Chawla is the Medical Advisor for the City of Shelby



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about the Coast Guard taking two people off of a roof in the downtown.



Police locker rooms damaged: 
saving others instead of saving gear.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Police Locker Rooms.  Talk about the Police having to be out rescuing people instead of rescuing their gear.



Flooded Jail Cell

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jail Cell



Fire Station after water recedes.

Marking high water mark.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is the Fire Chief and the Mayor after the water went away.  Note the fire fighter marking the high water mark.



Basement of City Hall

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Basement of City Hall



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point out the area of the football field.  Explain what was done after the 1913 Flood.



Football field under water in 1913.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the area of the football field in 1913



Football field under water, 2007

Presenter
Presentation Notes
That is our football field under the water.  Talk about how the community and the team came together and hosted a football game at this field 10 days later.  Note the Middle School in the background.



Football field under water, 2007

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point out where the river actually is.  Point out the heighth of the bridge.  Show the relationship of where river used to run.  Go to next slide



Football field under water, 2007

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can find the goal post.  The water was at the cross bar at the highest level



Football field under water, 2007

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note the cross bar.  Look at debris collecting on bridge.



Bus garage

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the bus garage.  All busses have to be taken out before the flood hits.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point out the school buildings, city buildings, football field, and area of park.



Ramifications of Flooding

 Extra efforts required by Safety Forces
 Damage to Buildings
 Public Buildings
 School Buildings













Flood debris clean up.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No one knows where this came from.  It was left here from the flood water.  We also had boats that were carried away also.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Typical Basement filled with water.  Caution people who pump basements while the water is still outside.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is Leslie Lane.  This was one of the worse hit streets.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
So what happens after a flood.  People just throw their items to the curb.  Tell them to look at the tan house.



Downtown Flooding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point out the tan house.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a good example of how things get cleaned up.  Debris was hauled to a central dumping spot and then hauled to the landfill.  Our City Health Department was very involved with the clean up.



Next Step?

So what does a City do next?



 Rebuild or Demolish?
 City Floodplain Regulations do not allow 

Substantially Damaged Homes or 
Buildings to rebuild without coming into 
compliance with the floodplain 
regulations.

 The City had 26 homes that met the 
definition of Substantially Damaged

 26 Families who could not move back into 
their homes

Next Step?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Go over what we had to do with the families



 The City of Shelby chose to apply for 
Federal and State Mitigation funds to 
acquire and demolish houses.

 The City was successful in obtaining 4 
different grants with a total cost of 
$3,538,867.00

 Total City investment of $1,009,508.00

Mitigation Time!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about what this did to our Capital Improvements Fund.  Lives of officers is worth it!



Leslie Lane, 2007

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Leslie Lane in 2007.  It hard to see, but there are houses on both sides of the road.  Talk about the City charter and not allowing city employees to participate in the grant.  Former mayor and his wife, and two police officers.



Leslie Lane, 2011

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is Leslie Lane in 2011.  Notice the houses missing on the left side of the picture.  These were the houses that were Substantially Damaged in the 2007 Flood.



Leslie Lane, 2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is Leslie Lane today.  Note the houses missing on both sides of the road.



Central Ave., 2007

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is Central Avenue  in 2007.  Note the big White Elephant in the background.  That building is now down also.



Central Ave., 2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is that same area today.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point our the guy on the roof.  Talk about how the mayor and law director made a makeshift boat for him to get off.  He declined and stayed on the roof.





City Buildings

 To get out of the floodplain
 City Hall moved up the street and out of 

the floodplain.
 Shelby voters passed two levies.  One for 

a 28 million dollar high school.



Shelby Middle School - Then

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the middle school that has flooded numerous times over the years.



Same spot, today.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the same view.  Also talk about Central School and what is going on with that.



New High School

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the new high school.  Let them know that the middle school went to the “old” high school.  All school children are out of the floodplain.



City Buildings
 To get out of the floodplain
 City Hall moved up the street and out of 

the floodplain.
 Shelby voters passed two levies.  One for 

a 28 million dollar high school.
 Shelby voters passed an 8 million dollar 

levy for a new Justice Center
 The City also tore down other structures 

and made modifications to structures



Justice Center 2007

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was our old Justice Center.  It was damaged beyond repair in the 2007 flood.  The Police and the Court had to rent temporary facilities to house their operations.  Since we had no jail, we had to transport our prisoners to the county jail costing the city over $100,000 a year.



New Justice Center, today.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This building opend on March 3rd.  We are awaiting approval from the bureau of adult detention  before we can house prisoners again.



1913 Flood

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point out the three buildings and the fire station.



2011 Flood

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the 2011 Flood.  Note that there are two buildings down.  Talk about the history and economic impact of demolishing buildings.  Talk about that it is now different.  Point out City Hall



2011 Flood

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point out that the middle building is gone



This building is green space today!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This building was torn down using NSP Funds.  It is now a green space. Point out that the river is on the other side of the building.



Transformed this storage unit to…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a storage unit.  Using funding from Nature Works, we transformed this into a pavillion.



…an open space pavilion, today!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note that structure is now flow thru.  This is used for the City’s Earth Day festivities, Cruise In and Bicycle Days festival.  On the other side of the pavilion is a sand volleyball court.



Green Space
 What to do with all of the green space 

now created?
 The city hired a landscape architect to 

formulate a plan for a new park.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note the Justice Center is gone, the houses are removed.  You can see the pavilion on the right.  This area could look like this!



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about the plans and features.



FEMA
 In 2012, FEMA went to the OEMA.
 There concern was that they were 

spending millions of dollars on mitigation.  
What was happening to the land 
afterwards.  They wanted to know what 
the next step was.

 OEMA told them to go to Shelby and see 
what was happening.



FEMA
 City officials met with 

FEMA 
 We showed them the 

plans of the park and 
our plans with MWCD

 They like what they saw 
and published a case 
study titled, Shelby, 
Ohio: The Economic 
Upside to Mitigation



FEMA
 This study went into details 

of our mitigation efforts and 
plans for a new park

 It discusses the economic 
impact that the park could 
have on our downtown.

“Their efforts are to be 
commended and should 
be a vision for other 
communities across the 
country experiencing 
reoccurring disasters”



Groundbreaking Ceremony





 The properties purchased through the 
FEMA Mitigation Grants included deed 
restrictions stating that the property had 
to be maintained as open space.

 The City of Shelby received a significant 
amount of points in Activity 520 and was 
moved to a Class 8 Community

 The City went from having over 30 
properties on the Rep Loss List to 7

 We now have a thriving park which hosts 
major events 



Farmers Market



Bicycle Days



Bicycle Days



Summary
 The city now has a thriving area with a 

new park
 Increased economic development
 Higher CRS Class for cheaper flood 

insurance for our residents
 Residents who do not have to worry every 

time it rains
 Future features are a restroom and an 

amphitheater



Contact Info: 
Joseph C. Gies, CFM
City Project Coordinator and Floodplain Manager
43 West Main Street
Shelby, OH  44875
419-342-3600
joegies@shelbycity.oh.gov

Resources
Shelby and the Black Fork Park (YouTube Video)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQdB1med3rc

FEMA Report, Shelby, Ohio: The Economic Upside to 
Mitigation (December 2012)
http://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-
1859-25045-6404/shelby_final_case_study_508.pdf

mailto:joegies@shelbycity.oh.gov
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQdB1med3rc
http://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1859-25045-6404/shelby_final_case_study_508.pdf
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